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CERT IFIED MAIL  
RET URN RECEIPT  REQUES T ED 
7003 2260 0001 7777 7392 
 
Mark Pifher , Director  
Water  Quality Control Divis ion 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
4300 Cherry Creek Dr ive S outh 
Denver, Colorado 80246-1530  
 
     NOT ICE OF VIOLAT ION 
     Docket No. SDWA-08-2004-0029 

 

Re: S omerset WD Public Water  S ys tem 
Gunnison County, Colorado 
PWS  ID# CO0126718 

 

Dear Mr. Pifher : 
 

T he above referenced public dr inking water  sys tem has  violated certain provis ions  of the S afe 
Dr inking Water  Act (S DWA), 42 U.S .C. S ection 300f, et seq. and the National Pr imary Dr inking Water  
Regulations  at 40 CFR Part 141.  T he violations  cons is t of failure to ins tall fi ltration and dis infection 
within eighteen months  of being notified by the S tate that the sys tem’s  groundwater  source is  under 
the direct influence of sur face water ; failure to notify the S tate of Colorado of these violations ; and 
failure to provide public notice of the violations  to persons  served by this  public water  sys tem.  Our 
records , obtained from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), 
indicate the violations  noted below.  
 
Date of 
Violation   Violation 
 
June 2002 -  Failure to ins tall fi ltration and dis infection following notification, in a 
December 20, present   2000 letter  from CDPHE, that the sys tem’s  groundwater  source 
of dr inking  

water  is  under the direct influence of sur face water . 
   (40 C.F.R. §§ 141.70(a) and 141.73) 
 
2002-2004  Failure to provide public notice of the violation. 
   (40 C.F.R. § 141.201) 
 
2002   Failure to notify the s tate of the violation. 
   (40 C.F.R. § 141.31(b)) 
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T his  NOT ICE OF VIOLAT ION is  is sued pursuant to S ection 1414(a) of the S DWA, 42 U.S .C. 
S ection 300g-3(a).  I f the S tate does  not commence an appropr iate enforcement action within 30 
days  from the receipt of this  notification, the EPA wil l be author ized either  (1) to is sue an 
Adminis trative Order under S ection 1414(g) of the S DWA requir ing the public water  sys tem to 
comply with the regulations  or  requirements  or  (2) to commence a civil action under S ection 1414(b) 
of the S DWA. 
 

A copy of this  NOT ICE OF VIOLAT ION is  being sent concurrently to the sys tem identified 
above.  Also enclosed for  the benefit of the public water  sys tem is  a copy of EPA’s  S mall Bus iness  
Regulatory Enforcement and Fairness  Act (S BREFA) information sheet, U.S . EPA S mall Bus iness  
Resources , containing information on compliance ass is tance resources  and tools  available to small 
bus inesses .  S mall governments  are also included under S BREFA, and the enclosed fact sheet 
discusses  resources  that may be available to small governments .  Also, there is  a compliance 
ass is tance center  for  small governments , the Local Government Environmental Ass is tance Network 
(LGEAN).  LGEAN can be accessed at www.lgean.com or  by call ing (877) 865-4326.  S BREFA does  
not eliminate any public water  sys tem’s  respons ibil ity to comply with the S DWA nor does  it create 
any new r ights  or  defenses  under law. 
 

Please notify Olive Hofs tader of my s taff at (303) 312-6467 within 20 days  if your  records  
show any discrepancies  with these determinations  of violation, if there is  any change in the 
compliance s tatus  of this  sys tem, or  if you have any questions  or  other  comments .  T hank you for  
your  cooperation in this  matter .  
 
 

S incerely, 
 
    S IGNED 
 

Diane L . S ipe, Director  
T echnical Enforcement Program 
Office of Enforcement, Compliance 
   and Environmental Justice 

     
    S IGNED 
 

Michael T . Risner , Director  
David J. Janik, S upervisory Attorney 
Legal Enforcement Program 
Office of Enforcement, Compliance 
  and Environmental Justice 

 
 
Enclosure - S BREFA (to the public water  sys tem) 
 
cc: Wil l iam J. Pechar ich, Oxbow Mining LLC 

Lor i Gerzina, CDPHE 
 
 

 



T HIS  DOCUMENT  WAS FILED IN T HE REGIONAL  HEARING CLERK’S  OFFICE ON MAY 25, 2004.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper  
  


